A PLACE WHERE
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At the ribbon cutting for the
RWJBarnabas Health Field of
Dreams, opposite page, from left:
Maurice Hill, Mayor, Toms River;
Mitchell Little, Police Chief, Toms
River; Barry Ostrowsky, CEO,
RWJBarnabas Health; Christian,
Gavin and Mary Kane; Michael
Ritacco, Board President, Field of
Dreams; Michelle Minnelli, Kane
family friend; and Todd Frazier,
former Major League Baseball
All-Star and supporter of Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

THE RWJBARNABAS HEALTH FIELD OF DREAMS IS OPEN TO KIDS OF ALL ABILITIES.

“G

avin has no place to go. He
used to have places to go, but
a beer truck changed all that.
And that can happen to you or someone
you love in the blink of an eye.”
That’s how Christian Kane explained
the need for a recreational complex for
people with disabilities to potential
donors. In 2012, the car Christian was
driving was hit by a truck, leaving Gavin,
just 19 months old, with a fractured skull
and severe disabilities.
Since then, Kane and his wife, Mary,
who also have four other children, have
spared no effort to help Gavin have as
normal a childhood as possible. That’s
how they learned that even “inclusive”
playgrounds—“with some rubber flooring
and a big red swing chair”—can create
an environment in which disabled
children feel unwelcome. And that’s why
they decided it was necessary to build
a comprehensive recreational facility
where children of all abilities, and their
caretakers, would feel at home.
So Kane, a math teacher at Toms
River North High School, became the
chief organizer, fundraiser and salesperson
for their dream. “To sell teenagers on the
idea that math is cool, you have to know
how to sell,” he says with a laugh.
Five years and one month from
the day the couple had the idea, the
RWJBarnabas Health Field of Dreams
opened in Toms River. It features a
basketball court, baseball field, nine-hole
miniature golf course and a playground

area specially designed for wheelchairs
and adaptive equipment. The complex
has a “quiet corner” pavilion for children
with autism, strategically placed outlets
for recharging wheelchairs and more.
There’s nothing like it anywhere in the
country.
“The Kanes’ passion project
aligned perfectly with RWJBarnabas
Health’s commitment to health equity
and supporting community-based
initiatives,” says Barry Ostrowsky, Chief
Executive Officer of RWJBarnabas
Health (RWJBH).

OUTSIDE THE BOX

The Kanes already had a connection with
RWJBH through Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Toms River, an RWJBH
facility, where Gavin has been receiving
physical and occupational therapy since
the accident.
“Mind you, most of the doctors we
were seeing early on told us to put Gavin
in a home because he would amount to
nothing,” says Kane. “We said, we’ll take
him to our home, and we found help
for Gavin at Children’s Specialized. The
physical and occupational therapists
there have basically treated Gavin like
their own child. They’re always thinking
outside the box, trying new things—

anything to help him get better.”
Gavin is now in fourth grade in
the Toms River public school system.
“Through the use of a tablet, he’s able
to communicate and learn,” says Kane.
“Through the use of my body and my
wife’s body, he’s able to walk around.
He’s come a long way, but he’s still not
where we want him to be. That’s our
number one project.”
After that priority comes Field
of Dreams, which now needs to be
maintained and to grow. Adults with
disabilities—who often have limited
options after they age out of support
provided by the public school system—
will make up a large part of the staff.
Sports leagues are being formed. Since
the complex is a private entity and
doesn’t get state funding, fundraising
will be a constant need.
“This project is immensely important
to individuals with special healthcare
needs,” says Matthew McDonald
III, MD, Chief Executive Officer of
Children’s Specialized Hospital. “It gives
folks an opportunity to socialize and
exercise. We are so looking forward to
packing this place.”
“Gavin is extremely excited,” says
Kane. “Now he can play with his friends
and meet new people.”

To learn more, visit
www.rwjbhfieldofdreams.com.
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